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GM Julio Becerra comes from behind to 
win another Turkey Bowl as the event 

sets an attendance record 
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Editor Speaks 
 

 Good news! Though we are a little late in getting this issue 
out, it is packed! Too many organizers send me their reports 
late and it becomes harder and harder to squeeze them in. If 
it’s a late-breaking item, I try to squeeze-in mention of it and 
with a promise to put a full version in the following issue. 
 Remember the issues come out in January, April, July and 
October. The deadline for e-mailing your “items” to me is the 
end of the previous month. Things sent to me later, might be 
truncated… or just saved for the following issue. 
 This issue contains reports on the new Pro Chess League 
in which we support the Miami Champions. The FCA supported 
them with a $1000 donation and the next issue should have a 
report on how their season went. They are the strongest team 
in the league on paper, so we expect good things. 
 We are watching the new ChessStars program, which 
continues to expand their Florida base with plans to saturate 
the country with major events in the coming years. 
 So many chess activities have started-up and grown that it 
is hard to follow all of them; so please help by sending us the 
material we need to publish. Because of Florida’s climate and 
growth you will notice new chess activity. 
 Take a look at “The Immortal Game of the 21st Century”. 
Even our monk Anony Mous was curious about it… thinking this 
must be a “1st of April” issue.  
 I’ll let you find all the other goodies in this issue by yourself, 
but sorry… again there is no TD’s Corner report. Maybe if you 
ask him some new question about our game, we may have 
something in the next issue.  
 ————–—————————–——————–——————— 
 Please look at your mailing label. If your membership is 
expiring, we ask that you take this special opportunity to 
renew and help us continue to promote chess in Florida. 
Please renew online or just mail your check to the FCA, c/o 
FCA Treasurer, at the address shown on the inside front 
cover (page 2), or online from the FCA website. 
 

Harvey Lerman  

from the President’s desk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello FCA Members, 
 
 
 It's a new year and with it comes all the 
excitement of the annual tournaments 
throughout the year. Everything from USATS, to 
Space Coast, to our own State Championship is 
on the calendar.  
 I personally take this time of the year to think 
about the tournaments I played the year prior 
and to prepare for the tournaments I look forward 
to playing in year after year. 
 The anticipation of these tournaments got me 
reflecting on how I got started playing in Florida 
tournaments and why I enjoy them so much. I 
realized that it was my local chess club that had 
the biggest influence on me becoming an active 
tournament player.  
 My local club had a number of players who 
were themselves active in Florida chess for many 
years and they invited me to play. Sometimes we 
would even travel together to reduce costs. Their 
invitation made playing together with friends the 
real reason I stuck with chess over all these 
years.  
 I share this story because I feel many of us 
have a story like this. It also reminds me of the 
importance of the local chess club and the 
impact we can all have on the game.  
 I would like to end by asking you all to 
support your local chess club or to start one if 
you're in an area where people don't gather 
regularly to play. It doesn't take a big 
commitment to show up at a local coffee shop or 
restaurant with a board and set and see how it 
grows.  
 If we're going to grow our membership it's 
going to be from the ground up.  
 I hope you all have a wonderful, safe and 
prosperous 2017! 
  
William Bowman 

 Floridians with USCF jobs:  
 

Committees: 
Audit: Tony Cottell & Jon Haskel, Members 
Barber K-8: Jon Haskel, Co-chair 
Bylaws: Robert Persante, Member 
College Chess, Renier Gonzalez, Jon Haskel &  
 Ana DeMahy, Members 
Correspondence Chess: Max Zavanelli, Member 
Denker: Jon Haskel, Co-chair 
Finance: Jon Haskel, Member 
Hall of Fame: Shane Samole, Member 
LMA Management: Peter Dyson, Member 
Prison Chess: Larry Storch, Chair; John Kingham, Member  
Publications: Harvey Lerman, Member 
Scholastics: Jon Haskel, Member 
States: Harvey Lerman, Member 
 

 Floridians with US Chess Trust jobs:  
Joel Channing - Trustee 
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Letters 
Chessplayers, 
 

 I am available to give chess lessons 
to people in person or on Skype, if 
necessary.  
 I would charge $40 for the first hour, 
$25 for the second hour. 
 
My phone number is 407-654-6177. 
My email address is 
 xrayj10@gmail.com 
 
John Ludwig 
 
 At age 16 and now rated 2499, John 
is the top-rated teenager in the state of 
Florida and recently won the Gulf Coast 
New Year’s Open.  
 He previously has won the 9th and 
10th grade National championships and 
is on the USCF’s All-American Team. 
 He is currently in search of the GM 
title and works well with both youths and 
adults. ~Ed. 

Texas Chess Association (TCA) uses Election Buddy (EB) 
 

   For the first time TCA ran their election this year using the same EB online system 
as we did and I thought it would be of interest to compare their results with ours: 

 It would be interesting to learn how many TCA voters were in 
families or <16 years old. 

     TCA      FCA 
1. Members allowed to vote  All * >=age 16 (non family) 
2. Number of Eligible Voters 305 226 (family had 1 vote) ** 
3. Number voting by EB 59 out of 111 18  
4. Number voting by mail/email 32 out of 194 14 
5. Total # who voted 91 out of 305 32 out of 226 
6. Voting % 29.8% 14.2%   

 

      * Includes all in family  
    ** 20 had bad/no e-mail addresses 

 The Miami Sharks of the United States Chess League (USCL) are now the 
“Miami Champions” of the PRO Chess League. The USCL has been reborn 
with a new format under chess.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.chess.com/news/u-s-chess-league-becomes-pro-chess-league-5789.   
 

 Our website with updated roster and team details can be found at  
www.miamichampions.org. We want to create the strongest chess team in 
the world right here in Miami and seek to bring top chess instruction to the best 
young chess players in the United States.  Champions Chess Camp was 
founded by USCF Life Master Bryan Tillis and USCF National Expert Steve 
Abrahams in West Palm Beach.  Champions Chess mission is to help 
children through the gift of learning chess and helping every child become a 
champion. (See Page 21 for original team information.) 

     The Miami Champions week 1 match-up will be 
against the Atlanta Kings on Jan 11th. All games are 
G/15;d2 with all playing all. We don't know who they 
will be fielding yet, but we will be using:  
GM Leinier Dominguez Perez (recent addition-
photo who lives in Miami 1/2 of the year) and is #22 
in the world, GM Aryam Abreu (who permanently 
moved to Miami about 3 months ago and has been 
quite active in the past few open events in Florida) 
IM Blas Lugo and FM Nikhil Kumar (who has 
gained almost 400 FIDE points in the last 4 months) 
his rating will count as 2070 (September Rating) but 
he is currently pushing 2400+ after doing incredibly 
well in several open events. 

 Miami had an 8-8 tie in their match against Atlanta. Nakamura joins Miami for NY match.~Ed 

Hi everybody, 
 

 The Sunshine State will be the host 
of the First FIDE World Junior Chess 
Championship for the Disabled.  Chess is 
an inclusive sport and the purpose of this 
event is to bridge players with special 
needs to chess competitions. 
 
 The FIDE World Junior Chess 
Championship for the Disabled is an 
event only for disabled chess players 
aged 21 and Under. Each relevant chess 
association (IBCA, IPCA, ICCD) 
regulates the conditions of their 
participation. Players can register directly 
at the event website.  The organizers will 
contact the National Federations to get 
the appropriate endorsement for each 
player. 
 
Beatriz Marinello 
 

See page 8 for further details. ~Ed 
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15th Annual Turkey Bowl breaks attendance record 
GM Julio Becerra comes from behind to win another Turkey Bowl 

  

 Having drawn two earlier games, going into the 5th and last round, Becerra finds himself a ½-point behind three 
titled players: FM John Gabriel Ludwig (2483), IM Orlen Ruiz Sanchez (2505) and GM Sandro Pozo Vera (2546). The 
only chance he has is to win his next game and hope the others just draw theirs. The last round pairings were Ludwig 
with white against Pozo Vera, Ruiz Sanchez with black against GM Yuri Gonzalez Videl (2632), while Becerra (2636)
would have white against his Miami teammate Vlad Yanovsky (2224). 
 This event, directed and organized by Jon Haskel owner of the Boca Raton Chess Club, was held November 11-13 at 
the La Quinta Inn and Suites in Coral Springs. The Prize Fund had been set at $7600 based on 200 paid entries, but 
Haskel proudly announced when the total number of participants passed 200, that this would be a new attendance record 
for the Turkey Bowl events. 
 Becerra still had a chance to finish first as the leader’s games mentioned above ended in draws, while he won his 
game leaving four players tied with 4-1 scores. This left Gonzalez Videl, the 2nd highest rated player in the event, with a 
3½-1½ score, out of the prize money; and the Prize pool was reduced to 82.25%. But the winner of the 2016 Turkey 
Bowl would have to be decided by the computer generated tiebreak scores. The 1st tiebreak showed that Becerra,  
Ruiz Sanchez and Pozo Vera were still tied (13 score), but the 2nd tiebreak had Becerra a ½-point ahead of Ruiz Sanchez 
with a 15.5 score, while Pozo Vera was at 14.5. Thus Florida State Champion Julio Becerra was able to win another 
Turkey Bowl, even with losing 5 rating points.     (See Games from this event on page 14 & 23.~Ed) 

# Name Rtng Tot TBrk
[M] 

TBrk
[S] 

Prize 

1 GM JULIO J 
BECERRA 

2636 4 13 15.5 370.13/
Trophy 

2 IM ORLEN RUIZ 
SANCHEZ 

2505 4 13 15 370.13 

3 GM SANDRO POZO 
VERA 

2546 4 13 14.5 370.13 

4 JOHN G LUDWIG 2483 4 11 12 370.13 

5 GM YURI 
GONZALEZ VIDAL 

2632 3.5 14 16.5   

6 MEL GOSS 2236 3.5 12 14 246.75 

7 VLAD YANOVSKY 2224 3 13 15.5   

8 ERIC COOKE 2239 3 13 15   

9 RAVINDRA 
WIJESUNDERA 

2119 3 12 13.5 41.13 

10 DARIO MARTIN 1889 3 12 12 41.13 

11 YAN MIELLIER 2195 3 11 12.5 41.13 

12 CARLOS G 
ANDRETTA 

2145 3 11 11 41.13 

13 CARLOS D HOYOS 2131 3 10.5 12.5 41.13 

# Name Rtng Tot TBrk
[M] 

TBrk
[S] 

Prize 

1 JONATHAN C 
LAU 

1937 4.5 15 18 452.38/Trophy 

2 EITAN GENGER 1966 4.5 13.5 15.5 452.38 

3 ALEXANDER [S] 
SHAFFER 

1931 4 14 16 133.66 + 164.50 

4 LIBASKI 
ESPINOSA 
GARCIA 

1935 4 13.5 15.5 133.66 

5 FRANK L 
CASTILLO 

2004 4 11.5 11.5 133.66 

6 BRANDON 
STOYANOVICH 

1852 4 8.5 10 133.66 

UNDER 2050 SECTION WINNERS 

# Name Rtng Tot TBrk[M] TBrk[S] Prize 

1 VICTOR 
MAYORAL 

1057 4.5 12 12 383.83/Trophy 

2 JOHN M 
PALIWODA 

1623 4.5 10.5 10.5 383.83 

3 SEBASTIA
N LOJANO 

1741 4.5 10.5 10.5 383.83 

4 ZACHARY 
ASHBEL 

1568 4 13.5 16 143.94 

5 GAVRIEL 
GENGER 

1555 4 11.5 12.5 143.94 

UNDER 1750 SECTION WINNERS 

OPEN SECTION WINNERS 

Turkey Bowl continues on next page. 
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UNDER 1450 SECTION WINNERS 

# Name Rtng Tot TBrk
[M] 

TBrk
[S] 

Prize 

1 PHILIP 
GUBBINS 

1282 4.5 13 15 390.69/
Trophy 

2 EUGENE LI 1418 4.5 11 12.5 390.69 

3 RUSHIK 
SAKAMURI 

1400 4 13.5 16 164.5 

4 BILLY 
MONK 

1346 4 13.5 15 164.5 

5 GARY M 
ROBINSON 

1338 4 11.5 13 164.5 

# Name Rtng To TBr TBr Prize 

1 MEGAN 
GARCIA 

1086 5 11.5 13 1st Place 
Trophy 

2 SAM STARKE 1094 4 15 18 2nd Place 
Trophy 

3 RODNEY 
WADE 

unr. 4 15 17 3rd Place 
Trophy 

4 RICHARD 
PANZA 

945 4 12 13   

5 BRANDON 
ALEX VILA 

961 4 11 13.5   

6 ANANT 
AGARWAL 

925 4 10.5 11   

7 ALLA 
POLISSKAYA 

500 3 15 15 Under 900 
Trophy 

22 ANDREW 
BURCH 

548 2 11 14.5 Under 700 
Trophy 

UNDER 1100 SECTION WINNERS 

A RECORD NUMBER FOR THE TURKEY BOWL 
by Jon Haskel 

 
 Over 200 players participated in the 15th Annual Turkey Bowl, 
which was a record breaker.  We may have outgrown the La Quinta 
Hotel, which has been the home to the Turkey Bowl for the past five 
years. 
 On scene this year were two new turkeys that had replaced the two 
that had seen many years of dedicated service. 
 As has been done for the past few years, the time control in the 
Open section was 90 minutes with a 30 second increment.  With this 
time control you can occasionally have games that go on for far longer 
than others.  However, in round 4 the game between Eric Cooke and 
John Ludwig was going on for an extraordinary long time.  It was 
discovered that their clock had been set with both delay and increment! 

U1750: Victor Mayoral  
on tiebreaks 

U1100: Megan Garcia  
5-0 

Round 5: 3 players tied at 3½-½  
Bd1: Yuri Gonzalez Videl - Orlen Ruiz Sanchez      
Bd2: John Gabriel Ludwig - Sandro Pozo Vera 

The crowded playing-room of the La Quinta Hotel, 
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GIRLS U-21 
Laura Zayas 18 2242 
Rachel Gologorsky 18 2114 
Tianhui (Cindy) Jie 15 2003 
Lauren Kleidermacher 17 1899 
 

SENIORS   
Victor Adler 69 2407 
Stephen Stoyko 69 2271 
Constantine Xanthos   70 2204 
Larry Storch 65 2200 
Max Zavanelli 70 2134 
 

WOMEN   
Alexandra Kosteniuk 2602 # 
Ghaderpour Taleghani 2297 
Laura Zayas  2242 
Rachel Gologorsky  2114 
Vladlena Ciubara  2104 
Tianhui (Cindy) Jie  2003 
 
TOP BLITZ  
Julio Becerra  2633 
TOP QC  
Julio Becerra  2557 
 

TOURNAMENT DIRECTORS 
 

National TDs 
Jon Haskel 
Harvey Lerman 
Ervin Sedlock 
 

Associate National TDs 
Stephen Lampkin 
Ralph Whitford 
 

Senior TDs 
Charles Hatherill 
Michael Hutsko 
Paul Tomaino 
Steven Vigil 

FLORIDA’S TOP PLAYERS 
(Using latest USCF Rating Supplement’s “Top 100” Lists, except for “OVERALL”) 

UNDER AGE 18  
Ludwig, John Gabriel  16 2483 
Kumar, Nikhil  12 2210 
Banerjee, Abhimanyu  15 2203 
Hoang, Truman  15 2178 
Hoyos, Carlos D  16 2134 
Slade, Theodore  16 2118 
Jayaraman, Roshan  15 2116 
Venkat, Raghav  12 2105 
Marquez Pereira, Juan E 16 2077 
Gonzalez, Marc  15 2071 
Rivero, Danilo  17 2056 
Genger, Eitan  15 2032 
Lau, Jonathan Christopher  17 2008 
Jie, Tianhui (Cindy)  15 2003 
Sunjic, Dylan  15 1993 
Lee, Gabriel Emilio, Jr  15 1982 
Burrus, Tony  15 1977 
Martin, Dario  12 1961 
Hamley, Ryan Edward  14 1951 
Zheng, Lixin  14 1951 
Garcia, Ernesto Miguel P  12 1945 
Nan, Fei  17 1939 
Todfield, Dylan  14 1925 
Gospodinov, Antony  10 1917 
Bregar, Michael  14 1916 
Kumar, Naman  10 1916 
Gao, Marvin    8  1904 
Kleidermacher, Justin  13 1891 
Maheshwari, Jayant  11 1890 
Yang, Andy  11 1876 
Starkman, Elliot  13 1872 
Reddy, Satvik  12 1831 
Jimenez, Marco A  13 1824 
De La Colina, Nicolas  11 1820 
Mayes, Timothy David  12 1792 
Singh, Keshav  11 1771 
Zhao, Erick    8 1738 
Hoyos, Jennifer  11 1684 
Cooke, Grayson    8 1598 
Shukla, Aniket    8 1553 
Behura, Maya    9 1506 
Wu, Andy    8 1353 
Marian, Aaron    6 1342 
Patil, Dhruva Dinesh    5 1271 # 
 
# top in nation by age/category  

CHESS COACHES 
 

Professional - Level V 
Mark Ritter 
 

National - Level IV 
Tania Kranich-Ritter 
Tim Tusing 
 

Advanced - Level III 
Miguel Ararat  

FIDE  ACCEPTED * 
 

International Organizer &  Arbiter 
Jon Haskel 
 

International Coordinator 
Elizabeth Tejada 
 

National Arbiter 
Harvey Lerman 
 

National Instructor 
Miguel Ararat  
 

* Active and USCF certified 

OVERALL *   
GM FABIANO CARUANA 2904 # 
GM JULIO J BECERRA 2632 
GM LARS BO HANSEN 2627 
GM ALEXANDRA KOSTENIUK 2625 
IM DANIEL FERNANDEZ 2539 
FM YANS GIRONES BARRIOS 2528 
GM RENIER GONZALEZ 2486 
JOHN GABRIEL LUDWIG 2483 
FM MARCEL MARTINEZ 2474 
FM JORGE LEON OQUENDO 2472 
YANIET MARRARO LOPEZ 2461 
GM RONALD W HENLEY 2456 
IM RAFAEL PRASCA SOSA 2433 
IM VICTOR ADLER 2407 
FM ALEXANDER ZELNER 2393 
IM BLAS LUGO 2393 
FM NIKHIL KUMAR 2371 
FM COREY ACOR 2367 
FM CESAR JOSE VALIDO 2357 
FM MARK RITTER 2342 
GM RASHID ZIATDINOV 2334 
 NAT KELLEHER 2284 
 JINDRICH ZAPLETAL 2281 
 ANTONIO ARENCIBIA 2279 
 PEDRO HERNANDEZ-PEREZ 2276 
 NICHOLAS ROSENTHAL 2275 
 FM STEPHEN E STOYKO 2271 
 ROBERT YORISAN RAMIREZ 2266 
 BRYAN TILLIS 2259 
 TROY DALY 2258 
 ERIC COOKE 2251 
 STEVEN ANDREWS 2247 
 JOHN P NARDANDREA 2246 
 MEL GOSS 2243 
WFM LAURA ZAYAS 2238 
 VLAD YANOVSKY 2233 
 NAVIN SAWALANI 2233 
 ANDREW SANTOS CUNANAN 2225 
 ROBERT PERSANTE 2215 
 OSCAR MALDONADO 2215 
 BRITT RYERSON 2215 
 WALDO SERRANO 2204 
 CONSTANTINE XANTHOS 2203 
 YAN MIELLIER 2202 
 LAWRENCE ALAN STORCH 2200 
 AJ GOLDSBY 2200 
 

 *Active with Current Ratings 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Keith Rodriguez 2333 
Humberto Cruz 2284 
James Van Dooren 2193 
Paul Ott 2093 
Dwayne Hoffman 2055 
David Spencer 2045 
Michael Horvarh 1984 
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the First FIDE World Junior Chess Championship for the Disabled  
to be held Jun 23-29, 2017 

Park Inn by Radisson Resort & Conference Center 
3011 Maingate Drive, Kissimmee, FL 34747   

 

 The FIDE World Junior Championship for the 
Disabled is an individual open tournament. 
However, the Organization will be awarding team 
trophies. A team must have at least two players, 
although no maximum number of players. The top 
three scores of team members in a section will 
count as the team score for that section. All players 
on a team must come from the same country and be 
registered in FIDE under the country flag. 
 Players from outside Florida State are  
required to stay in the official hotel.   
The Official Hotel is the Park Inn by Radisson.   
For more information contact: 
 

Beatriz Marinello 
International Organizer 
beatriz@chesseducators.com 
+1 917 553 4522  (Also see letter on Page 4 ) 

Oak Hall School Chess Club wins its 12th USCF National Championship 
 by Tim Tusing 

 

 Held in Nashville this past December, the OHS Eagles were the 
only school from Florida to win a Grade Championship and have 3 
teams finish in the top 5. The Kindergarten team came in first place 
in field of competitors consisting of all New York teams! 
 The First grade team missed winning the championship by one 
point, coming in second place. First grade team members were: Brian 
Bird (3rd place u1000), Brayden Farmer (15th overall), Nate Ziegler 
(tied for 15th), Max Whitmer, Zeina Siddiqui, Cade Gallogly, Kevin 
Reeves, Sathvik Gandiboyina, Gracie McMillen, Alexis Thur de 
Koos, Nick Cummings and McNeil Ezzell. 
 The OHS Third grade team made a run at winning its third 
national title as a class but fell short by 1.5 points and finished 6th in 
a very competitive field of players: Grayson Cooke (tied for 15th), 
Paul Thur de Koos, Nathan Turenne, Ronnie Wehbe, Christian 
Segura, Adityaa Ravi, Marcus Shih, and Jack Okun. 
 The Fourth grade team finished in a very respectable 5th place 
overall: Haider Zaidi, Thomas Moy, Rithwik Hegde, and Rachel 
Weiss 
 The team's head coach is Tim Tusing, and is assisted in house by 
coaches Josh Harrison, Jamel Letang, and Harrison Schott. John 
Salisbury and Britt Ryerson are also personal coaches to students on  
the team. 
 Other Florida players that finished high in the annual Grades Championship event that attracted 1544 players were:GR1 Aaron 
Marion tie 2nd, GR2 Erick Zhao tie 2nd, GR3 Bach Ngo 3rd*, GR5 Antony Gospodinov & Vincent Stone III tie 1st, GR6 
Raghav Venkat 2nd*, GR8 Landon Howard tie 9th, GR9 Eitan Genger tie 6th, GR11 Jonathan Lau tie 6th. 
 Other Florida Teams that finished high were: GR2 Joseph A Williams 4th, GR3 Joseph A Williams tie 3rd, GR6 Lincoln 
Middle 6th, GR8 Academy Prep Center (Tampa) 5th* 
 UFCF’s National Grades Championships will be back in Central Florida for the next few years. 

Front two students beside trophy L-R: Elias Siddiqui, Noah Turenne. 
Back row students L-R: Donovan Castellanos, Charlie Sikora, Jack Judy, 
Oliver Cooke, Anya Madsen, Zayd Abdulrahim, Nicholas Turenne, Dany 
Wehbe. Coaches: Tim Tusing (B/W hat), Josh Harrison (guy in the 
middle) , Jamel Letang (black hat). (Missing: Tripp Griffis.) 

K-Team Champions 

* on tiebreaks 
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CHESS STARS CAMPS (and other events) in FLORIDA 
by Alexander Starr 

 

 The site www.chessstars.com appeared on October 1st, 2016. Since that day Chess Stars has held five public chess 
events in Florida: in Orlando, Miami, Sarasota and twice in Tampa. These were “Chess Stars Camps”. On January 
21st of this year we offer a new format: the “Chess Stars Festival”. This is a one day event featuring a 7 Double Rounds 
Blitz Tournament with substantial cash prizes, exquisite catering to all and a unique contest as well. There is a total of 
$2,000 in prizes, 100% guaranteed! The centerpiece of these events is our new and unique “Choose Your Moves and 
Win” prize contest, where GMs play at a rate of G/20;d15 and participants try to guess each move before it is made. 
 The first Florida event was held in Tampa on October 1st and was described in the Autumn 2016 issue of 
floridaCHESS. Other Florida “Choose Your Moves and Win” events were: 
 
2016-11-05 in Miami:   
White : GM Gadir Guseinov    
Black : GM Zviad-Izoria    
Result : 1-0 
Contest’s winners: 
1.Roshan Jayaraman (Tampa, Florida) won 2444 Crowns! 
2.OABDULOV (Baku, Azerbaijan) won 1554 Crowns! 
3.Nenad Robulj (Serbia) won 1465 Crowns! 
4.Diego Milla (Miami, Florida) won 1448 Crowns! 
5.Yuri Solodovnichenko (Ukraine) won 1440 Crowns! 
 
 
2016-11-19 in Orlando:  
White : GM Alex Lenderman    
Black : GM Zviad-Izoria    
Result : 1-0 
Contest’s winners: 
1. Matīss Sīlis (Latvia) won 4719 Crowns!  
2. Mazi Leon (USA) won 4037 Crowns! 
3. OABDULOV Baku, Azerbaijan) won 3822 Crowns! 
4. Alex Zelner (Orlando, Florida) won 3222 Crowns! 
5. Țîmpău Vasile (Romania) won 2953 Crowns! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 I’d like to thank all of the participants, and also to express special thanks to the organizers Harvey Lerman, Alex 
Zelner (Orlando), Diego Milla (Miami), and Michael Hoffer (Tampa and Sarasota). Chess Stars feels right at home in 
Florida! We look forward to working with established organizers, chess clubs and associations to bring more exciting, 
educational chess events to bright and sunny Florida! 

Miami 

Orlando 

GM Alex Lenderman GM Zviad-Izoria    GM Gadir Guseinov    
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 CFCC's Orlando Autumn Open Concludes with a clear winner 
in the Premier section! 

by Kevin Sibbitt & Harvey Lerman 
 

 The 2016 Orlando Autumn Open was held over the October 28-30 weekend at the International Palms 
Resort with a strong attendance of 139 players, including three participants rated 2400+ and several more who 
were titled! This meant that 90% of the $7500 prize fund would be paid. 

 

 In the Premier section, FM Yans Richard Girones Barrios (2508) defeated IM Rafael 
Prasca Sosa in the final round, clinching first place with 4.5/5 points. He won $900 and a copy 
of the “Queen of Katwe” novel. FM Jorge Leon Oquendo (2470) won second place and $450 
with a score of 4 points, losing only to the winner. Theodore Slade (2104), Joshua Harrison 
(2081), and Martin Hansen (2086) tied for 3rd place with 3.5/5 points and each won $210. 
Besides the winner, Slade was the only player not losing a game in this section. 
 
 In the U2000 section, Anthony Coleman 
(1986), John Givler (1947) and Jayant 
Maheshwari (1777) (photo on right)  tied with 
4/5 points. Combining 1st , 2nd and Top Under 
1800 prizes they each received $390. Third place 
and 2nd Under 1800 prizes totaling $270 were 
shared by Naman Kumar (1976), Ryan Hamley 
(1935), and Brandon Sibbitt (1618) who all 
finished with 3.5/5 points.  
 
 In the U1700 section, Connor Eickelman 
(1681) gained about 50 rating points, finishing 
first place and winning $630 with 4.5/5 points  
(a full point ahead of the other winners!). Daniel 
Smith,  Christopher  Fashek,  Raghav 
Kalyanaraman, and Nathan Drake Huffaker 
(photo on right) all finished with 3.5 points and 
split the rest of the prize money in that section as 
each received $202.50 

 
 In the U1400 section, Anish Gupta (970) secured first place and $500 with a perfect score 
of 5-0; moreover, he earned an rating increase of 385 points. Gupta hadn’t played since Middle 
School four years ago. Nathan Hennig (1333), Haider Zaidi (1124), and Colby Ferraro (269) all 
finished with 4 points. This was Ferraro’s first event since receiving an initial 269 rating in a 
scholastic K-5 event 10 years ago, so this almost 900 point rating increase was not a surprise. 
They each received $210.  William Kipersztok (1141) and Anthony Qi (1066), each sporting an 
upset win (against #2 and #5 in the standings, respectively) and 3 points, split the 2nd U1300 
prize of $90. 
 
 The U1200 Scholastic featured the biggest section with a playing field of 36 
players, including a group of participants from Kentucky. Anmol Warman won first place with 
4.5/5 points and won $270. Finishing behind him were Ethan Hand, Alex Yim, David Jin, and 
George Cary, each with 4 points. Winners of the U1000 & U800 $60 prizes were Henry Chen 
(960), Jarquis Jones (737), and Jayda Hooker (713), with the 1st two winning the trophies. 

Yans Girones Barrios 

Connor Eickelman  

Anish Gupta 

Anthony Coleman  John Givler  

Jayant 
Maheshwari 
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—————————————— 
 This is the key game from the 
Orlando Autumn Open in which 
Girones won clear first.  
—————————————— 
Oquendo, Jorge (2470)  
Girones, Yans (2508) [E15] 
Orlando Autumn Open (4), 30.10.2016 
[Storch,Lawrence] 
—————————————— 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.g3 Ba6 
5.Qc2 Bb7 6.Bg2 c5!  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsn-wqkvl-tr0 
7zpl+p+pzpp0 
6-zp-+psn-+0 
5+-zp-+-+-0 
4-+PzP-+-+0 
3+-+-+NzP-0 
2PzPQ+PzPLzP0 
1tRNvL-mK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
 The idea of the bishop studder-
step is to lure the white queen to c2 (or 
a4) so that 6...c5 cannot be answered 
by the thematic 7d5.  
7.0–0  

 Having said that however, Daniel 
Ludwig defeated GM Michael Adams 
with just that move! 7.d5 exd5 8.cxd5 
Nxd5 9.0–0 Be7 10.Rd1 1–0 (54) 
Ludwig,D (2456)-Adams,M (2728) 
Wheeling, Illinois 2012]  
7...Nc6 8.Rd1 Be7 9.Nc3 cxd4 
10.Nxd4 Nxd4 11.Rxd4 Bxg2 
12.Kxg2 0–0 13.Bf4 Qc8 14.Rad1 d5 
15.Qb3 Bc5 16.R4d2 d4  
 Black can secure a slight plus with 
16...Ng4 17.e3 e5³ 
17.Nb5 Ne4 18.Rd3 f6 19.f3 e5 
20.Bc1  
 20.fxe4 exf4 21.Nxd4 Qb7 22.Rf3 
fxg3= 
20...a6 21.Nxd4 exd4 22.fxe4 Qc6 
23.Rf3?! Rae8 24.e3 Rxe4 25.exd4 
Bxd4   

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-trk+0 
7+-+-+-zpp0 
6pzpq+-zp-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+Pvlr+-+0 
3+Q+-+RzP-0 
2PzP-+-+KzP0 
1+-vLR+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

26.Rdf1??  
 White might need to give up the 
exchange here to douse white's attack. 
26.c5+ Kh8 27.Rxd4 Rxd4 28.Be3 Re4 
29.cxb6µ 
26...Rfe8 27.Qd3 Re2+ 28.Kh1 Re1 
29.Kg2 R1e2+  
 29...R8e2+! 
30.Kh1 Bxb2?!  
 This is unnecessary.  
[30...Re1 31.Kg2 R8e2+ 32.Kh3 Rxf1 
33.Rxf1 Qg2+–+]  
31.Bxb2 Rxb2 32.Rd1 Rf2! 33.Rf1 
Ree2 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+k+0 
7+-+-+-zpp0 
6pzpq+-zp-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+P+-+-+0 
3+-+Q+RzP-0 
2P+-+rtr-zP0 
1+-+-+R+K0 
xabcdefghy 

  A picturesque finish. 
0–1 
 
 

The key game from the Orlando Autumn Open  
by LM Larry Storch 

The Queen’s Cup Championship 
    

 On December 10, 2016, the Jacksonville Chess 
Club, Inc (JAXCC) hosted the first of what is planned as 
an annual event, The Queen’s Cup. This is a Women/
Girls only event. It was planned by Kevin Pryer with help 
from others in the Jacksonville community. 
 The winner of this inaugural event was Hanna Ciupe 
and she is pictured here receiving the Queen’s Cup, from 
Kevin Pryer. 
 The 2017 Queen’s Cup offering is set for May 6th the 
Saturday a weekend before Mother’s day, in Jacksonville. 
They hope to double their event and sponsorships. Make 
plans to join them. The JAXCC promises to treat every 
player like a Queen. 
 
 We plan to publish the full story of this event in the next issue of floridaCHESS.~Ed 

A special guest was the scholastic 
state champion, WFM Laura  Zayas 
Gonzalez . 
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—————————————— 

 We'll start with two games from the 
5th round of the Southern class 
tournament held in Orlando.  
—————————————— 
Abreu, Ayram (2503) 
Ludwig, John (2479) [B52] 
Southern Class (5), 25.09.2016 
[Storch,Lawrence] 
—————————————— 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.Bb5+ Bd7 
4.Bxd7+ Qxd7 5.0–0 Nc6 6.c3 Nf6 
7.Re1 e6 8.d4 cxd4 9.cxd4 d5 10.e5 
Ne4 11.Nbd2 Nxd2 12.Bxd2 Be7  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+k+-tr0 
7zpp+qvlpzpp0 
6-+n+p+-+0 
5+-+pzP-+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+-+-+N+-0 
2PzP-vL-zPPzP0 
1tR-+QtR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 Black has to be satisfied here as 
he has a sort of French defense or a 
c3 Sicilian without white squared 
bishops.  
13.Rc1 0–0 14.a3 Rfc8 15.Rc3 b5 
16.Rd3 Qd8  
 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+rwq-+k+0 
7zp-+-vlpzpp0 
6-+n+p+-+0 
5+p+pzP-+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3zP-+R+N+-0 
2-zP-vL-zPPzP0 
1+-+QtR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

17.h3  
 17.h4!? is an interesting pawn 
sacrifice. 17...Bxh4 18.Nh2 Bg5 19.f4 
Be7 20.Qh5 g6 21.Qh3 Bf8 22.Ng4 
Bg7 23.f5 exf5 24.Nh6+ Bxh6  
25.Bxh6 1–0 (68) Kabanov,N (2514)-
Zakhartsov,V (2548) Tomsk 2006 
17...b4 18.Nh2!?  
 [18.axb4 Bxb4 19.Bxb4 Nxb4 
20.Rc3=]  
18...bxa3 19.bxa3 Qf8 20.Ng4  
 White lets his a-pawn go in order 
to speed up his attack.  
20...Bxa3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+r+-wqk+0 
7zp-+-+pzpp0 
6-+n+p+-+0 
5+-+pzP-+-0 
4-+-zP-+N+0 
3vl-+R+-+P0 
2-+-vL-zPP+0 
1+-+QtR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

21.Nf6+!± gxf6 22.Qh5  
 [22.Rg3+ Kh8 23.Qh5 Nxd4 
24.Bh6±]  
22...Qe7?  
 22...Ne7 23.Rxa3 Ng6 24.Rg3 
Rc4= according to Houdini 4. 
23.exf6?  
 Premature. [23.Qh6! Kh8 24.exf6 
Qf8 25.Qh5+-] 

23...Qxf6 24.Rxa3 Ne7 25.Rf3 Nf5 
26.Re5 Kh8 27.Rexf5!?  
 Also 27.g4±  
27...exf5 28.Rxf5 Qg6 29.Qf3 Rc7 
30.Qxd5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+-mk0 
7zp-tr-+p+p0 
6-+-+-+q+0 
5+-+Q+R+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+-+-+-+P0 
2-+-vL-zPP+0 
1+-+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 30...Re8  
 Although Black's position is 
difficult, it is very hard to find the right 
moves.  
31.Bf4 Rce7 32.Be5+ Kg8 33.Qf3 h6 
34.h4 Re6 35.h5 Qh7 36.Qg3+ Kf8 
37.Bd6+ R8e7?  
 37...Rxd6 38.Qxd6+ Kg8 39.Qf4 
would be depressing for Black. 
38.Rb5 f6 39.Rb8+ Kf7 40.Bxe7 Rxe7 
41.Qb3+ Kg7 42.Qa3!   
 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-tR-+-+-+0 
7zp-+-tr-mkq0 
6-+-+-zp-zp0 
5+-+-+-+P0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3wQ-+-+-+-0 
2-+-+-zPP+0 
1+-+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

  If the Rook moves White mates 
and if 42...Kf7, Qxe7 43.Kxf7 Rb7+ 
wins. 
1–0 
 

Games from recent events 
 by LM Larry Storch 
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—————————————— 
Pozo, Sandra (2553)  
Girones, Yans (2508) [A45] 
Southern Class (5), 25.09.2016 
[Storch,Lawrence] 
—————————————— 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Bg5 Ne4 3.Bf4 d5 4.e3 e6 
5.Bd3 Bd6 6.Ne2 Nd7 7.Bxd6 Nxd6 
8.Nd2 e5 9.c3 0–0 10.0–0 c6 11.Ng3 
e4 12.Bc2 f5 13.f4 Qh4 14.Qh5  
 Neutralizing the black queen.  
14...Qe7 15.b3 Nf6 16.Qe2 Nb5 
17.Nb1 Na3 18.Nxa3 Qxa3 19.h3 Be6 
20.Qd2 a5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-trk+0 
7+p+-+-zpp0 
6-+p+lsn-+0 
5zp-+p+p+-0 
4-+-zPpzP-+0 
3wqPzP-zP-sNP0 
2P+LwQ-+P+0 
1tR-+-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

  So, if a kingside attack fails, try the 
queenside!  
21.Ne2 Rfc8 22.Rfb1 Nd7 23.c4 b6 
24.Nc3 dxc4 25.bxc4 Bxc4 26.g4! 
Be6 27.gxf5 Bxf5 28.Kh2 Re8 29.Rg1 
 White summons up a kingside 
attack, but apparently was short of 
time.  
29...Re7 30.Rg5 Rf8 31.Rag1 Qd6 
32.Qg2 Qh6 33.Bb3+  
 [33.d5! g6 34.dxc6 Nc5±]  
33...Kh8 34.Bd1 b5 35.Bg4 Bxg4 
36.Qxg4 Nf6 37.Qf5 Qh4=   

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-tr-mk0 
7+-+-tr-zpp0 
6-+p+-sn-+0 
5zpp+-+QtR-0 
4-+-zPpzP-wq0 
3+-sN-zP-+P0 
2P+-+-+-mK0 
1+-+-+-tR-0 
xabcdefghy 

 and white lost on time! 

 0–1 
 This victory secured first place for 
Yans with a 4-1 score (2 draws) 

 

(Storch games continue on page 14) 

More Southern Class Winners 
Class 
 M: Ayram Abreu 3½ score tied for 2nd  
 X: Nikhil Kumar (no photo) 5-0 1st 
 A: Daniel Cruz 4½-1½ 1st 
 B: Arnold Banner (w), Grant Bomar (b) 
     & Timothy Mayes (w on Bd2) 4-1 tied 1st 
 C: Enrique Villar (w) 4½-1½ 1st 
 D: Ben Isiemin (w), Robert Cafero (b)     
      & Aaron Marian (w-Bd2) 4-1 tied 1st 
 E: Anurag Sethi  5-0 1st 

(w)=white in photo 

M 

A 

B 

C D E 
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—————————————— 
Recio, Miguel (2159)  [C19] 
Pozo Vera, Sandro (2545)  
15th Annual Turkey Bowl Coral 
Springs, Florida (3.1), 2.11.2016 
[Storch,Lawrence] 
—————————————— 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e5 Ne7 
5.a3 Bxc3+ 6.bxc3 c5 7.a4  
 I like this move allowing the bishop 
to come to a3.  
7...Nbc6 8.Nf3 Qa5 9.Bd2 Bd7 10.Be2 
f6 11.c4 Qc7 12.exf6 gxf6 13.cxd5 
Nxd5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+k+-tr0 
7zppwql+-+p0 
6-+n+pzp-+0 
5+-zpn+-+-0 
4P+-zP-+-+0 
3+-+-+N+-0 
2-+PvLLzPPzP0 
1tR-+QmK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

14.c4  
 For those who remember the old 
days, 14.c3 0–0–0 15.0–0 1/2–1/2 (34) 
Spassky,B (2610)-Kortschnoj,V (2645) 
Belgrade 1977 
14...Nde7 15.d5 exd5 16.cxd5 Nxd5 
17.Qc2 0–0–0   [17...Ncb4³]  
18.Qxc5 Bg4 19.0–0 Rhe8   

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+ktrr+-+0 
7zppwq-+-+p0 
6-+n+-zp-+0 
5+-wQn+-+-0 
4P+-+-+l+0 
3+-+-+N+-0 
2-+-vLLzPPzP0 
1tR-+-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

  A double-edged position.  
20.Bb5?!  
 Allowing black to shatter white's 
king shield.  
 [Something like 20.Qc4 is needed 
here. ~Ed]  
20...Bxf3 21.gxf3 Nde7 22.Be3?? 
 Miguel doesn't see the danger. 
22...Rd5!  
Now white gets mated.  
23.Qc4 Rg8+ 24.Kh1 Qxh2+!  
0–1 
—————————————— 

Kutikoff, Adam (1995)  [B22] 
Pozo Vera, Sandro (2545)  
15th Annual Turkey Bowl Coral 
Springs, Florida,  (1.2), 12.11.2016 
[Storch,Lawrence] 
—————————————— 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 exd5 4.c3  
 4.Bd3 Bd6 5.Nf3 Ne7 6.0–0 0–0 is 
normal. 
4...c5 5.Nf3 Nf6 6.Be2 Be7 7.h3?!  
 This is unnecessary.  
7...0–0 8.0–0 Nc6 9.Nbd2 cxd4 
10.Nxd4 Nxd4 11.cxd4 Bd6 12.Bd3 
Re8 13.Nf3 Ne4= 14.Qb3  
 This carries no threat as he cannot 
take the d5 pawn.  
14...Rb8 15.Ne5 Be6 16.f4 g6 17.Be3 
Bf8 18.Rad1 Nd6 19.Rf3?! Qb6 
20.Qc2?  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-tr-+rvlk+0 
7zpp+-+p+p0 
6-wq-snl+p+0 
5+-+psN-+-0 
4-+-zP-zP-+0 
3+-+LvLR+P0 
2PzPQ+-+P+0 
1+-+R+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 [20...Rbc8  
 20...Nf5 poses the question, how 
will white defend both d4 and b2? 
21.Qf2 Bf5 22.Bxf5 Nxf5 23.g4 Nxe3 
24.Rxe3 f6 25.Nd7 Qc6 26.Nxf8 Kxf8 
27.Rc3 Qb5 28.Rxc8 Rxc8 29.Re1 
Qd3 30.Qe3 Qxe3+ 31.Rxe3 Rc2 
32.Rb3   
 

 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-mk-+0 
7zpp+-+-+p0 
6-+-+-zpp+0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+-zP-zPP+0 
3+R+-+-+P0 
2PzPr+-+-+0 
1+-+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 The rook ending is equal, but white 
soon gets his rook trapped!  
32...b6 33.Rb5 Ke7 34.a4 Kd6 
35.b3?? Kc6 36.Rb4 a6 37.h4 b5 
38.h5 gxh5 39.gxh5 Kb6 40.h6 Ka5 
0–1 

 
 

—————————————— 
 Here is one of John's games from 
the North American Open in Las 
Vegas. 
 
—————————————— 

Ludwig, John (2483)  
Li, Ben (2357) [C73] 
North American Open Chess.com (7), 
03.01.2017 
[Storch,Lawrence] 
—————————————— 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 d6 
5.Bxc6+ 
 
 The delayed exchange variation. 
5...bxc6 6.d4 f6 7.Be3 Ne7 8.Nc3 Ng6 
9.Qe2 Be7 10.0–0–0 Be6 11.h4 h5 
12.dxe5 fxe5 13.Ng5 Qc8  
 
 [13...Bxg5 14.hxg5 h4 0–1 (72) 
Guliev,S (2481)-Yandemirov, V (2481) 
Moscow 2005]  
 
14.g3 Bf6 15.Qd3 Bg4 16.f3 Bd7 
17.f4  
 White slowly makes progress. 
17...Rb8 18.f5 Ne7 19.b3 a5 20.Rhg1 
Rb4 21.a3 Rb8 22.Qc4 Rf8 23.Nh7 
Rh8 24.Nxf6+ gxf6 25.g4!   
 

(Srorch games continued from page 13) 
 Sandro Pozo tied for first in the 
Turkey bowl. Here are two of his wins. 
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XIIIIIIIIY 
8-trq+k+-tr0 
7+-zplsn-+-0 
6-+pzp-zp-+0 
5zp-+-zpP+p0 
4-+Q+P+PzP0 
3zPPsN-vL-+-0 
2-+P+-+-+0 
1+-mKR+-tR-0 
xabcdefghy 
  Black's kingside is fractured and 
the monarch has nowhere to hide. 
25...a4 26.g5 d5  
 Plugging up the white square just 
exposes the dark.  
27.Qc5 Ng8? 28.gxf6 Qd8  
 28...Nxf6 leads to a battering ram 
type attack 29.Rg7 Qd8 30.Rxd5!! 
cxd5 31.Nxd5 Nxd5 32.Qxd5 Rf8 
33.Qxe5+] 
29.Bg5 Kf7  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-tr-wq-+ntr0 
7+-zpl+k+-0 
6-+p+-zP-+0 
5+-wQpzpPvLp0 
4p+-+P+-zP0 
3zPPsN-+-+-0 
2-+P+-+-+0 
1+-mKR+-tR-0 
xabcdefghy 
 
30.exd5  
 Good enough but 30.Rxd5!! is 
quicker.  30...cxd5 31.Qxd5+ 
30...Bxf5 31.dxc6 Qe8 32.Nxa4  
 Black has had enough.  
1–0 
 

The Florida Panthers Partner with Champions Chess 
by Bryan Tillis and Steve Abrahams  

  

 On October 15th over 120 chess fans gathered for an amazing event at the 
BB&T Center in Sunrise Florida.  Steve Abrahams and Bryan Tillis the directors 
of Champions Chess LLC and Full-Time chess teachers at Franklin Academy-
Palm Beach Gardens were able to partner with the Florida Panthers NHL Hockey 
organization for a day of chess and hockey. 
    The first event of the day was a K-12 USCF Rated 4 round Tournament. About 
50 students participated in this part of the day. Awards were presented by Abrahams. 
The K-3 Section was won by: Cameron Coe 4/4            See photo A below. 
The K-5 Section was won by: Nicholas Hillberg 3½/4 See photo B below. 
The K-12 Section was won by: David Thomas 4/4       See photo C below 
 The second event of the day was a GM Blitz Spectacle event.   
GM Sandro Pozo Vera & Grandmaster Renier Gonzalez played against each 
other in a best three out of five G/3d0 blitz match for the crowd.  The match was 
won by GM Gonzalez 3-0.   See photo below. 
 Next the crowd got to see their coaches Life Master Tillis and National 
Expert Abrahams try their hand at taking on the GMs in 2 blitz games.  In four 
highly contested games, GM Pozo Vera was able to beat NM Tillis 1.5-.5 and 
GM Gonzalez was able to beat Expert Abrahams 2-0. 
 Then the students had their chance to play the GMs as well as their coaches 
in time-odds games 3 minutes to 5 minutes for the chance to win prizes! 
 Lastly everyone got to relax and attend that night NHL Hockey Game 
between the Florida Panthers and the Detroit Redwings.  

 
 
 
 

A B C 
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The immortal game (played on www.chessstars.com) 
 On November 25th, 2016 a very important event happened on the site www.chessstars.com: This 
extraordinary Blitz game was played (1 min. + 2 sec. delay). Without any doubts this game is the game of the 
21st century just as Andersen – Kizeritsky was the game of the 19th century and  
D. Byrne – Fischer is the game of the 20th century! Obviously everyone can judge it for him (her) self:   
 Here is the game with the commentaries by super GM Gadir Guseinov. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
—————————————— 
Sasha Starr (2234) 
Pavel Sebastian-Ionut (2249) 
ChessStars Blitz G/1;d2 
ChessSuperSite.com, 25.12.2016 
[GM Gadir Guseinov] 
—————————————— 

1.g3 c5 2.Bg2 d5 3.c4 Nf6 4.cxd5 
Nxd5 5.Nc3 Nc7 6.d3 Nc6 7.Bxc6+ 
bxc6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwqkvl-tr0 
7zp-sn-zppzpp0 
6-+p+-+-+0 
5+-zp-+-+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+-sNP+-zP-0 
2PzP-+PzP-zP0 
1tR-vLQmK-sNR0 
xabcdefghy 

8.Nf3!     A good move to prevent e5! 
 If 8.Qa4 e5! 9.Qxc6+ Bd7 10.Qe4 
Bd6 11.Nf3 (11.f4 f5 12.Qe3 Ne6! 
13.fxe5 Bc7 14.Nf3 Bc6   
 See diagram at top of next column. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wqk+-tr0 
7zp-vl-+-zpp0 
6-+l+n+-+0 
5+-zp-zPp+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+-sNPwQNzP-0 
2PzP-+P+-zP0 
1tR-vL-mK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

diagram after side-line 14...Bc6 

and Black is better.) 11...f5 12.Qh4 
Bc6 with good compensation. 
8...Bh3?  
 The bishop is out of game; better 
was to play 8...f6!? 9.Qa4 e5. Still 
white is better and can continue 10.0–0 
as is better to take c5 pawn, not c6! 
9.Be3 e6 10.Qa4 Qd7 11.Ne5 Qd6 
12.Nxc6 Be7  
 12...Qd7 13.Ne5 Qxa4 14.Nxa4+-  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+kvl-tr0 
7zp-sn-+pzpp0 
6-+-+p+-+0 
5+-zp-sN-+-0 
4N+-+-+-+0 
3+-+PvL-zPl0 
2PzP-+PzP-zP0 
1tR-+-mK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 diagram after side-line 14.Nxa4+-  
  
 
 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+k+-tr0 
7zp-sn-vlpzpp0 
6-+Nwqp+-+0 
5+-zp-+-+-0 
4Q+-+-+-+0 
3+-sNPvL-zPl0 
2PzP-+PzP-zP0 
1tR-+-mK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

diagram after main-line 12...Be7 

 
13.Ne4    
 There are several ways to win 
here: another is 13.Nxe7+ Kxe7 
14.Qh4+ and Qxh3 or Nb8+ 14...Kf8 
15.Bxc5 
13...Qd7 14.Bxc5 Bg2 15.Bxe7! Bxh1 
16.Nd6+  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+k+-tr0 
7zp-snqvLpzpp0 
6-+NsNp+-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4Q+-+-+-+0 
3+-+P+-zP-0 
2PzP-+PzP-zP0 
1tR-+-mK-+l0 
xabcdefghy 

  Black resigns. 
1–0 
 Nice end!!    
 
 

GM Gadir Guseinov 
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 As a winner of the game I’d like to 
add the following notes: 
————————————————— 
1.g3  
 ...is one of the best moves to get 
away from the theory; the other moves, 
such as, for example, 1.a3 is not as 
good in a view of 1….g6!  
1...c5  
 ...not a bad move, however the 
more direct approach 1…e5! is better.  
2.Bg2 d5 3.c4 Nf6 4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.Nc3 
Nc7 6.d3  
 ...obviously waiting for Nc6  
6...Nc6  
 Yes! And now after obvious... 
7.Bxc6  
 White’s position is very easy to 
play!  
 For the remaining moves see GM’s 
Guseinov’s comments on the previous 
page. 
 When Black resigned, the history 
of chess got a new remarkable page!  
 
 Sasha Starr, President of 
www.chessstars.com 

Alexander Starr 

 To get another opinion of this 
immortal game we sent it to Anony 
Mous, our solitary monk who has 
dedicated his life to chess while 
hidden away in a Monastery.  

 
 

1.g3  
 There's such a thing as too much 
flexibility. 1.Nf3 is just as flexible 
without giving Black a chance to 
occupy the center.  
 1.g3 is more of a transpositional 
tool, but I cannot recommend it to 
beginning players wishing to build an 
opening foundation. 
1...c5  
 1...d5 is more testing. 
2.Bg2  
 White can also play 2.e4 
switching to a closed Sicilian. 
2...d5 3.c4  
 Inviting a reversed Benoni or 
Benko. 
3...Nf6 4.cxd5  
 Also good is keeping the tension 
and the choices with 4.Nf3. 
4...Nxd5 5.Nc3 Nc7  

 Not 5...e6?! 6.Qb3! Nb6 [] with 
advantage to White. 
6.d3 Nc6  
 Probing, but  perhaps too 
committal. 6...g6 or 6...e5 both seem 
to be good waiting development 
moves. 
7.Bxc6+?!  
 In some ways this reminds me of 
a Dzindzhi "Beefeater". Is the double 
isolani worth the two Bishops? or 
more particularly,  the Grand 
Fianchettoed Bg2?  
 The pawns are not now targets, 
but the question remains whether the 
fact that they require constant 
babysitting by one or more pieces 
constitute a problem for Black?  
 Or can Black just let them hang 
for an initiative, should the opportunity 
arrive?  
 One thing is sure... Black cannot 
play for a win in the ending with the 
status quo. 
7...bxc6 8.Nf3 Bh3??  
 Terrible! Black cannot do without 
developing his Kingside. 
9.Be3 e6 10.Qa4 Qd7  
 Game over, thanks to Old Crazy 
Legs running off to h3 and neglecting 
his monarch! 
11.Ne5 Qd6 12.Nxc6 Be7 13.Ne4 
  13.Nxe7+, followed by Ne4/Bxc5+ 
is more devastation. 
13...Qd7 14.Bxc5 Bg2  
 There is no hope for Black. 
15.Bxe7 Bxh1 16.Nd6+  
1-0 
 
 This game made my eyes bleed. I 
well believe it was played at "Bullet 
speed" 

Anony Mous 

 The US Chess Federation is releasing Digital Editions of the issues of Chess Life and Chess Life Kids.  
 For access, log into the website at http://www.uschess.org/content/view/13127  
 Then use the links in the left column to get to the magazine and issue you're after.  
 To view or download the 2017 Annual Buying Guide, use www.uscfsales.com/2017USCF-BG.pdf 
  
 If you do not have a login to the US Chess website, use : 
www.uschess.org/foo.php?option=com_registration&task=register to register for access.  
 You will need to enter your US Chess member ID and your PIN.  
 If you do not know your PIN, go to https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php  
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—————————————— 

 Below are the last three games 
from the 2015 season of the Miami 
Sharks in the United States Chess 
League that have been annotated by 
Jorge Pelaez.  
 These games had a number of 
weak moves in them and Jorge tells it 
as it is. We thank him for supplying 
these 9 games and wish him luck in 
whatever he does. 
—————————————— 
Pelaez, Jorge (2233)  
Winer, Steven (2425) [A07] 
USCL Week 8 Internet Chess Club, 
13.10.2015 
—————————————— 

1.Nf3 d5 2.g3 c6 3.Bg2 Bg4 4.0–0 
Nd7 5.d3 Ngf6 6.c4 e6 7.cxd5 cxd5 
8.Bg5?!  
 [8.Nc3 Be7 9.Be3 0–0 10.Rc1²]  
8...Be7 9.Nbd2?! h6 10.Bf4 0–0 
11.Rc1 Qb6 12.Nb3?! Rfc8 13.Be3 
Qa6 14.a3?  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+r+-+k+0 
7zpp+nvlpzp-0 
6q+-+psn-zp0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+-+-+l+0 
3zPN+PvLNzP-0 
2-zP-+PzPLzP0 
1+-tRQ+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 It was probably better to give up a 
pawn and enter a slightly worse 
endgame with good chances of a draw 
after 14.Qd2 Qxa2 15.Nfd4 Rxc1 
16.Rxc1 Qa4 17.h3 Bh5 18.g4 Bg6 
19.Qa5 Qxa5 20.Nxa5 
14...e5  
    Now Black increases his advantage 
playing logical moves.  
15.h3 Be6 16.d4 Rxc1 17.Nxc1 e4 
18.Ne5 Bd6 19.Bf4 g5?  
 But this error almost throws away 
everything. [It was better to force White 
into permanently damaging his pawn 
structure by playing 19...Nh5! 20.e3 
Nxf4 21.exf4 Rc8µ 
20.Nxd7 Nxd7 21.Bxd6 Qxd6 22.f4?  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+k+0 
7zpp+n+p+-0 
6-+-wql+-zp0 
5+-+p+-zp-0 
4-+-zPpzP-+0 
3zP-+-+-zPP0 
2-zP-+P+L+0 
1+-sNQ+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 Nevertheless, I continued to play 
dubiously. 22.Qc2 was a better choice, 
controlling the open c-column and 
preparing Nb3 and Rc1, in the hope for 
restoring the parity after some possible 
piece exchanges. 
22...f5?!  
 In any case, my opponent missed 
the chance to play Nb6 in his next 
couple of moves, which would have 
ensured he got the upper hand again. 
[22...Nb6! 23.e3 gxf4 24.gxf4 Nc4 
25.Qe2 Kh7µ]  
23.Qd2 Kh7?!  
 [23...Nb6! 24.Nb3 Nc4 25.Qc1 b6³]  
24.Nb3  
 After this, White equalizes once again.  
24...gxf4 25.gxf4 Rg8 26.Kh2 Nb6 
27.Na5 Rg7 28.e3 Qd8 29.Rg1 Qc8 
30.Bf1 Nd7 31.Rxg7+ Kxg7 32.Qb4 
Qc1 33.Qe7+ Bf7  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7zpp+nwQlmk-0 
6-+-+-+-zp0 
5sN-+p+p+-0 
4-+-zPpzP-+0 
3zP-+-zP-+P0 
2-zP-+-+-mK0 
1+-wq-+L+-0 
xabcdefghy 

34.Qxd7??  
 At this point, with both players in 
time trouble, I played the apparently 
logical move which I thought would 
force black to end the game by 
perpetual checks, a fair result in my 
opinion.  
 But the computers rightly point out 
this was a potentially fatal blunder! It 
was correct to preserve the bishop by 
34.Bg2 Qc7= 
34...Qxf1 35.Nxb7  
 A draw was agreed, but Black's 
advantage is almost decisive at this 
point.  
 With a careful sequence of multiple 
checks, he can pick up the b2 and e3 
pawns, as he has always the possibility 
to counter Nd6 or Nd8 by working his 
way to a check on e2 and a return to 
h5 with his adventurous queen. I 
dodged a bullet on this one indeed!  
½–½ 
—————————————— 
Jacobson, Brandon (2192)  
Pelaez, Jorge (2233) [D30] 
USCL Week 9 Internet Chess Club, 
20.10.2015 
—————————————— 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 c6 4.Bg5 Be7!? 
 An offbeat choice, trying to avoid 
well-known theoretical lines.  
5.Bxe7 Nxe7  
 5...Qxe7 looks more natural, with 
the idea of f5 and Nf6. 
6.e3 0–0 7.Bd3 Nd7  
 The engines prefer to play 7...dxc4 

Miami Sharks Games from the 2015 United States Chess League 
by Jorge Pelaez 
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8.Bxc4 Nd7 9.Qc2 b6 10.Nc3 Bb7 
11.Rd1 Nd5= with equality for Black. 
8.Nc3 f5?!  
 This attempt to play a forced 
Stonewall does not seem natural here, 
and hands a small but stable 
advantage to White.  
9.0–0 Nf6 10.Ne5 Bd7 11.c5?!  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wq-trk+0 
7zpp+lsn-zpp0 
6-+p+psn-+0 
5+-zPpsNp+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+-sNLzP-+-0 
2PzP-+-zPPzP0 
1tR-+Q+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 Not the most precise. A better way 
to prepare for playing in the center and 
the queenside for White would have 
been initiated by the knight transfer 
11.Ne2!  After 11...Qe8 (11...g5 
12.Qb3 Qc7 13.Rac1±) 12.Rc1 Ng6 
13.Nxg6 Qxg6 14.Nf4 Qe8 15.Be2 e5 
16.dxe5 Qxe5 17.cxd5 cxd5 18.Qb3 
Bc6 19.Rfd1 White is clearly better and 
will exert considerable pressure on 
Black's multiple weaknesses. 
11...Be8?!  
 It was better to play 11...Ng6 
12.Nxg6 hxg6 13.f4 b6 14.b4 Ne4 and 
White retains only a small edge. 
12.b4 Ne4?!   [12...Ng6]  
13.Ne2 Ng6 14.f3 Nf6 15.Nf4 Qe7 
16.Nfxg6 hxg6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+ltrk+0 
7zpp+-wq-zp-0 
6-+p+psnp+0 
5+-zPpsNp+-0 
4-zP-zP-+-+0 
3+-+LzPP+-0 
2P+-+-+PzP0 
1tR-+Q+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

17.a4?!  
 17.f4! was a powerful move. After 
17...Ne4 (17...a5 leads to disaster 
even quicker after the opening of lines 
on the queenside: 18.bxa5 Rxa5 
19.Qb3± Ne4? 20.Rfb1 Ra7 21.Qb6) 
18.Nf3 Bf7 19.Qe1 Rfb8 20.Bxe4 dxe4 
21.Ng5 Kf8 22.a4 and Black is almost 
hopeless already. 
17...Nd7 18.Nxd7 Bxd7 19.f4 g5 
20.Re1 g4 21.g3 a6 22.Re2 Rfb8?!  
 22...g5!? was an interesting try, 
after White has not been able to 
improve his position. 
23.h3 gxh3 24.Rh2 g6 25.Qf3 b6?!  
 Not the best obviously, but I 
wanted to break on the queenside 
somehow, hoping to free my bad 
bishop via a6. [25...Kg7 was probably 
better, planning to fight for the h-file.]  
26.g4?!  
 [26.Rxh3]  
26...bxc5 27.Qxh3 Qg7 28.gxf5?!  
 A dubious choice, which could 
have potentially given me the chance 
to attack the weakness on e3, if I had 
not later played 31...Rb8.  
 28.bxc5 would have kept White in 
full control, after 28...Rb3 29.Bc2 Rc3 
30.Rd1 Rb8 31.Rd3± 
28...exf5 29.bxc5 Rb3 30.Bc2 Rc3 
31.Rd1 Rb8  
 31...Ra3 was the most precise. 
After 32.Rd3 Ra1+ 33.Kf2 Re8 Black is 
surviving. 
32.Rd3 Rc4 33.Rb3?  
 But this attempt to simplify and 
defuse Black's queenside activity is a 
serious error that could have thrown 
away all the advantage for White.  
33...Rxb3 34.Bxb3 Rc1+ 35.Kf2  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+k+0 
7+-+l+-wq-0 
6p+p+-+p+0 
5+-zPp+p+-0 
4P+-zP-zP-+0 
3+L+-zP-+Q0 
2-+-+-mK-tR0 
1+-tr-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

35...Rb1?  
 Incredibly enough, this natural 
move turns out to be an error that 
helps White regain the advantage. 
 35...g5! was the way to equality, 
but I never even considered it!  After 
36.fxg5 Rc3! 37.Bd1 f4 38.Qh4 Rxe3„ 
Black has equalized and has 
counterplay! 
 36.Bc2±  
 Now White has a clear edge again, 
and starts to improve his position 
slowly but surely.  
36...Rb2 37.Ke1  
 [37.Kf3]  
37...a5 38.Qh4 Rb8 39.Kd2 Kf7 
40.Kc1 Kg8 41.Bd1 Be8 42.Kc2 Kf8 
43.Kc3 Bf7 44.Bb3 Be8 45.Kc2 Bd7 
46.Qe1  
 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-tr-+-mk-+0 
7+-+l+-wq-0 
6-+p+-+p+0 
5zp-zPp+p+-0 
4P+-zP-zP-+0 
3+L+-zP-+-0 
2-+K+-+-tR0 
1+-+-wQ-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
 White sets up a trap with a smart 
triangulation, and I fell for it after 
playing this seemingly active blunder: 
46...Rb4?? 47.Qh1 Kg8 48.Bxd5+ 
 After this shot, everything falls 
apart for Black, and the rest is 
irrelevant, to the point of me dropping 
the Queen in time trouble and in a lost 
position.  
48...cxd5 49.Qxd5+ Kf8 50.c6 Be8 
51.Qc5+ Kg8 52.c7 Qf7 53.Qxb4 
axb4 54.c8Q Qa2+ 55.Kd1 Qb1+ 
56.Ke2 Qd3+ 57.Kxd3  
1–0 
 
 
 The last game appears on the 
following page. 
 

(Continued on page 20) 
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—————————————— 
Pelaez, Jorge (2233)  
Colas, Joshua (2350)  [C00] 
USCL Week 10 Internet Chess Club, 
27.10.2015 
—————————————— 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.g3 d5 3.Bg2 e6 4.0–0 Be7 
5.d3 c5 6.Nbd2 Nc6 7.e4  
 After a well known transposition 
sequence, we have reached a position 
of the King's Indian Attack, on a 
popular setup against the French 
Defense in this specific case.  
7...0–0 8.e5 Nd7 9.Re1 Qc7!?  
 This move forces Qe2, but I'm not 
sure it is the best choice.  
 9...b5! Is definitely the strongest 
and most popular move in this position, 
accelerating Black's queenside 
counterplay.  
 After 10.Nf1 a5 11.h4 b4 12.Bf4 
Ba6 13.N1h2 a4„ an incredibly sharp 
and complicated fight all across the 
board breaks out. 
10.Qe2 Re8 11.Nf1 b5 12.h4 Bb7 
13.Bf4 Qd8 14.h5 h6 15.N1h2 a5 
16.Ng4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wqr+k+0 
7+l+nvlpzp-0 
6-+n+p+-zp0 
5zppzppzP-+P0 
4-+-+-vLN+0 
3+-+P+NzP-0 
2PzPP+QzPL+0 
1tR-+-tR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
 Even if the computer evaluates this 
position as slightly better for black, 
objectively it is somewhat easier to 
play as White here, due to the multiple, 
very serious attacking possibilities 
latent in this setup.  
16...Bf8 17.Qd2 Nd4 18.Nh4 Be7?! 
 Black has a natural desire to 
relieve some of the potential pressure 

by exchanging some pieces here, but it 
would have been more natural to 
continue the queenside counterplay 
with 18...b4  
19.c3 Bxh4 20.cxd4 Be7 21.dxc5 
Bxc5 22.d4?!  
 A speculative and probably wrong 
exchange sacrifice that seemed pretty 
interesting. With correct play, Black 
would have easily refuted my attack.  
 It was necessary to play 22.Rec1 
Bb4 23.Qe3 Bf8 24.Bf1 b4 25.d4= 
22...Bb4 23.Qe3 Bxe1 24.Rxe1 Qe7?! 
 After this imprecision, I get the 
compensation I was aiming for, thanks 
to being able to transfer the white 
squares bishop to the b1–h7 diagonal. 
 24...b4! would have prevented my 
plan and consolidated Black's 
advantage. 
25.Bf1 Ba6 26.Bd3 b4 27.Bb1 Qf8! 
28.Nxh6+! gxh6 29.Bxh6 Qe7  
 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+r+k+0 
7+-+nwqp+-0 
6l+-+p+-vL0 
5zp-+pzP-+P0 
4-zp-zP-+-+0 
3+-+-wQ-zP-0 
2PzP-+-zP-+0 
1+L+-tR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

30.Qf4?   
 Right at this point, I lost the thread, 
thinking that it was possible to play it 
slow and try to transfer the rook via e5 
into the attack, a mistaken idea.  
 30.Bg5!! Instead, was a lot 
stronger, forcing Black into a long and 
uncomfortable defense.  
 30...f6 (30...Qf8 31.Bh4 Kh8 
32.Qg5 Qg7 33.Qf4 Qf8 34.h6 f5 
35.exf6±) 31.exf6 Nxf6 32.Bh4! Rf8 
33.h6 Ra7 34.Qg5+ Kh8 35.Qe5 Rc7 
36.g4 Kg8 37.f3±]  
30...f6!  
 The proper response, gaining the 
upper hand!  
31.exf6 Qxf6 32.Qg4+ Kh8 33.Bg5 
Qg7 34.Bg6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+r+-mk0 
7+-+n+-wq-0 
6l+-+p+L+0 
5zp-+p+-vLP0 
4-zp-zP-+Q+0 
3+-+-+-zP-0 
2PzP-+-zP-+0 
1+-+-tR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

34...Nf8?  
 Nevertheless, after this mistake by 
my opponent, I had yet another chance 
to equalize, which I couldn't find.  
 The correct 34...Bb5! kept the 
advantage by giving back a pawn in 
order to simplify the position, trade a 
pair of rooks and incorporate the extra 
one into the fight. 35.Rxe6 Rxe6 
36.Qxe6 Qg8 37.Qe7 Ra6³ 
35.Qh4 Nxg6 36.hxg6+ Kg8  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+r+k+0 
7+-+-+-wq-0 
6l+-+p+P+0 
5zp-+p+-vL-0 
4-zp-zP-+-wQ0 
3+-+-+-zP-0 
2PzP-+-zP-+0 
1+-+-tR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

37.Bf6??  
 Here is where I threw away the last 
chance of equalizing for good, 
committing the decisive mistake. A 
blunder, in fact!  
 It was crucial to play 37.Bh6! Qxg6 
38.Re5 Kf7 39.Rg5 Qf6 40.Rg7+ Qxg7 
41.Bxg7 Kxg7 42.Qg4+ Kf7 43.Qf4+ 
with a draw by perpetual! 
37...Qxg6 38.Re5 Rf8 39.Rxe6 Qb1+ 
40.Kh2 Qh7  
0–1 

(Continued from page 19) 
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Meet “Miami Champions” of the new PRO Chess League 

GM Baadur Jobava 
Peak Fide: 2734    Current Fide: 2665 
Peak World Ranking: #19 (2012) 
   Jobava’s style makes him one of the most dangerous and 
unpredictable members of our lineup, as he plays many obscure 
opening systems to well-trodden paths of mainlines.   Recently, 
he won the Gold Medal on first board of the 2016 Olympiad 
ahead of players including Caruana, Kramnik, and current world 
champion, Carlsen, who he defeated in the 2010 Olympiad in the 
Georgia–Norway match.  Jobava has two gold medals from 
Chess Olympiads and has taken part in the Chess Olympiads of 
2000, 2002, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2010, 2014 and 2016. Showing 
his stability as one of the greatest players of his home nation. 
————————————–——————————–——– 
GM Edwardo Bonelli  Iturrizaga 
Peak Fide: 2661    Current Fide: 2650 
Peak World Ranking: #94 (2016) 
   Another young chess player on our lineup aged 29, he is a 
Venezuelan chess player who achieved the title of Grandmaster 
in 2008, making him the first and, to date, only Venezuelan 
chess grandmaster. Iturrizaga won four consecutive national 
championships from 2005 to 2008, and has been playing for 
Venezuela at the Chess Olympiad since 2004. His best 
performance came at the 37th Chess Olympiad (2006), when he 
scored 8.5/11 points playing second board. The result earned 
him an individual bronze medal. After sharing first place at the 
Zonal 2.3 Chess Championships in San Jose, Costa Rica with 
Lázaro Bruzón, Iturrizaga qualified for the Chess World Cup 
2009. He was knocked out by teammate Baadur Jobava in the 
second round, having defeated Sergei Tiviakov 3.5 - 2.5 in the 
first round.  In April 2010, Iturrizaga won the 12th Dubai Open 
Chess Championship with 7 points out of 9, besting a field 
consisting of 36 GMs and 154 players total. Definitely a 
dangerous swiss player known for his handling of Queen Pawn 
systems and dragon-like positions with black. 
————————————–——————————–——– 
GM Bassem Amin 
Peak Fide: 2665    Current Fide: 2661 
Peak World Ranking: #79 (2014) 
   A young chess professional born September 1988 he is the 
youngest grandmaster in his home country of Egypt.Some career 
highlights include: Arab Champion U10, U12 and U14 two 
times. Arab men Champion (UAE) 2005 (His 1st GM norm) in 
2007, he tied for first in the Abu Dhabi Chess Festival, with a 
performance rating of 2747. Co-Winner of Reykjavik Open 
2013, and he Scored 8.5 points out of 11 on Board 1 at the 41st 
World Chess Olympiad, leading the Egyptian National Chess 
Team to achieve the best result in Egyptian Chess history and 
win A Gold Medal in Category B. 
————————————–——————————–——– 
GM Sergey Volkov 
Peak Fide: 2696      Current Fide: 2609 
Peak World Ranking: #50 (2007) 
    In team chess he has twice represented Russia in major 
tournaments. At the 1998 Chess Olympiad, while still an 
International Master, he played for Russia 2 team that finished 
eighth. At the 1999 European Team Chess Championship, he 
was played board 2 for the first team, which placed fifth.  For his 
then club side Mikhail Chigorin of St. Petersburg he contributed 
to a second-place finish at the European Club Cup, held in Neum 
in 2000. In the process, he earned himself an individual silver 
medal and an Elo rating performance of 2743.[4] He has also 
played in the French Nationale first league.  Volkov became a 
grandmaster in 1998 following on from his Olympiad 
appearance. in the same year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
————————————–—————————–——– 
GM Jon Speelman 
Peak Fide: 2645  Current Fide: 2526 
Peak World Ranking: #4 (1989) 
   A winner of the British Chess Championship in 1978, 1985 
and 1986, Speelman has been a regular member of the 
English team for the Chess Olympiad. He qualified for two 
Candidates Tournaments:In the 1989–1990 cycle, Speelman 
qualified by placing third in the 1987 interzonal tournament 
held in Subotica, Yugoslavia. After beating Yasser Seirawan 
in his first round 4–1, and Nigel Short in the second round 
3½–1½, he lost to Jan Timman at the semi-final stage 4½–
3½.In the following 1990–93 championship cycle, he lost 
5½–4½ in the first round to Short, the eventual challenger for 
Garry Kasparov's crown. Speelman's highest ranking in the 
FIDE Elo rating list was fourth in the world. 
 

(Continued on the next page) 

The Miami Champions —  Free Agents 

, Co-Owners of Champions Chess LLC 
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(Continued from previous page.)                                      The Miami Champions — Locals 
—————————–————–——————– 
GM Yuniesky Quesada  
Peak Fide: 2655   Current Fide: 2638 
Peak World Ranking: #96 (July 2014) 
   Quesada is a Cuban Grandmaster who spends 
much of the year living in Miami, Florida.  He was 
the 4th Cuban player in history to surpass a 2600 
FIDE Rating when he did so in 2010. He has won 
the Cuban Chess Championship twice in 2008 & 
2011.  He has also represented Cuba in 6 Chess 
Olympiads (2004, 2006, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014 & 
2016.)  Quesada was a 2013 member of the Miami 
Sharks Chess Team of the US Chess League. 
—————————–————–——————– 
GM Aryam Abreu 
Peak Fide: 2502   Current Fide: 2456 
   Aryam is a Cuban Grandmaster who has recently 
moved to South Florida.  He has been among the top 
Cuban players for many years.  He has helped train 
some of Cuba’s top players including 2700+ GM 
Lenier Dominguez Perez.  Aryam achieved the rank 
of Grandmaster in 2008 and Fide Trainer Title in 
2014. 
 
 
 
 
—————————–————–——————– 
GM Sandro Pozo Vera 
Peak Fide: 2500   Current Fide: 2425 
    Sandro is a Cuban Grandmaster who moved to 
South Florida in 2015.  He achieved the title of GM 
in 2012.  Sandro is extremely active in the Florida 
Chess community, competing in tournaments all 
over the state including 1st place finishes at the 
2015 Turkey Bowl, 2016 Southern Open & 2016 
Orlando Sunshine Open. 
 
 
 
 
—————————–————–——————– 
IM Blas Lugo 
Peak Fide: 2426   Current: 2399 
   Blas is a Cuban-American International Master 
living in Miami, Florida.  He is extremely active in 
the Miami Chess community as a world-class coach 
of some of Florida’s top players.   Blas was the 
manager of the Miami Sharks of the US Chess 
League from 2009-2010.  He achieved his 
International Master title in 1991. 
 
 
 
 
—————————–————–——————– 
FM Marcel Martinez 
Peak Fide: 2431  Current Fide: 2427 
   Marcel is a Cuban-American FIDE Master who 
lives in Miami, Florida.  Over his career, Marcel has 
achieved 2 IM Norms and 1 GM Norm.  Marcel has 
been a pivotal member of the Miami chess 
community.  He was the manager of the Miami 
Sharks of the US Chess League from 2005-2010. 

—————————–————–——————– 
IM Alberto Flores 
Peak FIDE:2361  Current FIDE: 2244 
    Alberto earned his IM title with a clean sweep of 
the  Subzonal 2.3.5 Masculino in 2004. He has 
competed in numerous chess Olympiads for his 
home country of Ecuador.  Alberto is an aggressive 
player who currently lives in South Florida. 
 
 
 
 
 
—————————–————–——————– 

FM Alex Barnett: 
Peak FIDE: 2300  Current FIDE: 2190 
   Alex Earned his FIDE Master Title in 2013 and 
before playing for the Champions, Barnett was an 
active member of the Miami Sharks in the final year 
of the USCL. He competed in the Extreme Chess 
Championships which can be found here:  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwxTuRHlrYM . You 
can typically find him playing bullet on ICC or 
Chess.com under the handle OH-NAHHH. 
 
—————————–————–——————– 

LM Eric Cooke: 
Peak FIDE: 2275  Current FIDE: 2125 
   Cookie Monster, as he is known by many, is a 
fiendishly slippery tactician that should not be 
underestimated. He has many GM scalps and has 
competed in events from the Northern to Southern 
United States.  Eric was a pivotal member for the 
New York chess community.  It may have been 
years before they became the top players in the 
world however, Eric achieved impressive victories 
over Hikaru Nakamura & Fabiano Caruana in rated 
events.  More recently he has been a pillar in the 
Florida chess community playing in any local events 
he possibly can.  Eric has previously achieved an 
International Master Norm at the First Saturday 
Event in Budapest. 
—————————–————–——————– 

LM Bryan Tillis 
Current USCF: 2259 
   Bryan has never competed in a FIDE rated event, 
however he has been extremely successful in USCF 
events winning many across the country. Career 
highlights include: winning the 2011 Mississippi 
State Championship with a perfect score and the 
2012 Alabama State Championship. In 2012 he 
brought a long drought becoming the first National 
Master in his home state of Alabama in over 25 
years.  
—————————–————–——————– 

Expert Steve Abrahams 
Peak FIDE: 2072  Current FIDE 2055 
   Steve has competed in tournaments across the 
United States winning the 2006 New Hampshire 
High School State Championship and the U2300 
Prize at the 2016 Southern Open.  He has been a 
full-time chess professional since 2012 and currently 
teaches chess to over 900 students at Franklin 
Academy in Palm Beach Gardens Florida.   
 

   Steve and Bryan are Co-Owners of Champions 
Chess LLC & Co-Managers of the Miami 
Champions PRO Chess Team.. 
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—————————————— 
Becerra, Julio (2637) 
Marquez, Juan (2077) [B12] 
Turkey Bowl (1), 13.11.2016 
[Becerra,Julio] 
—————————————— 

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 Bf5 4.h4 h6 5.g4 
Bh7 6.e6 fxe6 7.Bd3 e5 8.dxe5 e6 
9.Bxh7 Rxh7 10.Qd3 Rh8 11.f4?!  
 [11.Ne2]  
11...Na6 12.Nf3 Qd7  
 [12...h5]  
13.h5 0–0–0 14.Be3 Bc5 15.Bxc5 
Nxc5 16.Qa3 b6 17.Nc3 Ne4 18.Rf1 
c5 19.0–0–0 Nxc3 20.Qxc3 Qa4 
21.Nh4  
 [21.Nd4 Re8 22.f5]  
21...Ne7 22.Qb3 Qxb3 
  [22...Qe8 23.Kb1]  
23.axb3 d4 24.f5  
 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+ktr-+-tr0 
7zp-+-sn-zp-0 
6-zp-+p+-zp0 
5+-zp-zPP+P0 
4-+-zp-+PsN0 
3+P+-+-+-0 
2-zPP+-+-+0 
1+-mKR+R+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
24...Rhf8  
 [24...Nd5 25.Ng6 Ne3 26.fxe6 Nxf1 
27.Rxf1 Rde8 (27...Rhe8 28.e7 Rd5 
(28...Rd7 29.Rf8 Rdxe7 30.Nxe7+) 
29.Rf8 Kd7 30.e6+) 28.Rf7 Rhg8 
29.Ne7+]  
25.fxe6 Nc6 26.Nf5 Rh8 27.Nd6+ Kb8 
28.Rde1  
 [28.Nf7]  
28...Rhg8 29.Rf7 Rdf8 30.Ref1 Rxf7 
31.exf7 Rf8 32.e6 Kc7 33.Nf5 Kd8 
34.Re1 Ne7 35.Nxg7 Rh8 36.Nf5 Nxf5 
37.gxf5 Ke7 38.Rg1  
1–0 
 
 
 

—————————————— 
Recio, Miguel (2159)  
Becerra, Julio (2637) [C45] 
Turkey Bowl (4), 13.11.2016 
[Becerra,Julio] 
—————————————— 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 
Nf6 5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.e5 Qe7 7.Qe2 Nd5 
8.c4 Nb6 9.Nc3 Qe6 10.Qe4 Ba6 11.f4 
f5  
    [11...Bb4 12.f5 Bxc3+ 13.bxc3 Qe7] 
12.exf6 Bxc4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+kvl-tr0 
7zp-zpp+-zpp0 
6-snp+qzP-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+l+QzP-+0 
3+-sN-+-+-0 
2PzP-+-+PzP0 
1tR-vL-mKL+R0 
xabcdefghy 

13.Qxe6+  
  [13.Bxc4 Qxe4+ 14.Nxe4 Nxc4 15.b3]  
13...Bxe6 14.fxg7 Bxg7 15.Bd3 0–0 
16.0–0 Rae8 17.Bd2 Bc4 18.Rf3 d5 
19.b3 Bxd3 20.Rxd3 c5 21.Rc1 c6 
22.g3 c4 23.bxc4 Nxc4 24.Kf1 Ne5 
25.Rd4 Nf3 26.Rd3 Nxh2+ 27.Kg1 
Ng4 28.Na4 Re4 29.Nc3 Re6 30.Re1 
Rxe1+ 31.Bxe1 Rb8 32.Nd1 Rb1 
33.Bf2 d4  0–1 
  [34.Bxd4 Bxd4+ 35.Rxd4 Ne3]  
—————————————— 

Becerra, Julio (2637)   [B42] 
Yanovsky, Vladimir (2224)  
Turkey Bowl (5), 11.2016 
[Becerra,Julio] 
—————————————— 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.Nc3 a6 4.d4 cxd4 
5.Nxd4 b5 6.Bd3 d6 7.0–0 Nf6 8.Bd2 
 [8.b4 d5 9.e5 Bxb4 10.Bd2 Nfd7 
11.Ncxb5 Bxd2 12.Nd6+ Kf8 13.Qxd2 
Nxe5 14.Qc3]  
8...Be7 9.a4 b4 10.Na2 Qb6 11.Nf3 
 [11.Bxb4]  
11...Nc6 12.a5 Qb7 13.c3 d5 14.exd5 
Nxd5 15.c4 Nf6 16.Nc1 0–0 17.Nb3 

 [17.Bf4]  
17...e5 18.Ng5 e4 19.Nxe4 Ne5 
20.Nxf6+ Bxf6 21.Be2 Bf5 22.Qc1 
Rac8 23.Bg5 Nd3 24.Qd2 Bxg5 
25.Qxg5 Bg6 26.Bxd3 Bxd3 27.Nc5 
h6 28.Qe3 Rxc5 29.Qxc5 Bxf1 
30.Rxf1 Rc8 31.Qb6 Qxb6 32.axb6 
Rc6 33.b7 Rb6 34.Ra1 Rxb7 35.Kf1 
 [35.Rxa6 Rd7 36.Kf1 Rd2]  
35...Rb6 36.Ke2 Kf8 37.c5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-mk-+0 
7+-+-+pzp-0 
6ptr-+-+-zp0 
5+-zP-+-+-0 
4-zp-+-+-+0 
3+-+-+-+-0 
2-zP-+KzPPzP0 
1tR-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

37...Rc6  
 [37...Rb5 38.c6 a5 (38...Rb6 
39.Rc1 Rb8 40.c7 Rc8 41.Kd3 Ke7 
42.Rc6) 39.Rc1 Rb8 40.Kd3 Ke7 
41.Rc5 a4 42.Ra5]  
38.Ra5 Ke7 39.Kd3 Rf6 40.f3 Rg6 
41.g3 Rf6 42.f4 g5 43.Ke4 Re6+ 
44.Kd5 gxf4 45.gxf4 Re2 46.b3 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-mkp+-0 
6p+-+-+-zp0 
5tR-zPK+-+-0 
4-zp-+-zP-+0 
3+P+-+-+-0 
2-+-+r+-zP0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

46...Rc2     
 [46...Re3]  
47.Rxa6 Rc3 48.Ra7+ Kf6 49.c6 Rxb3 
50.c7 Rd3+ 51.Kc6 Rc3+ 52.Kb7 Kf5 
53.c8Q+ Rxc8 54.Kxc8 f6 55.Kd7 h5 
56.Ra5+  1–0 

Julio Becerra annotates his Turkey Bowl wins 
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—— Reviews by Miguel Ararat —— 
 

Nimzo Indian Defense 
(NID) 

 
 At the beginning of a new 
year many chess players 
want to change or revamp 
their opening repertoires as a 
way to inject new life to their 
chess.  
 If you are looking for an 
opening repertoire that offers 
complex play, the Nimzo 
Indian Defense (NID) is a 
good option to consider.  
 In this review I am going 
to go over three different 
products that can help you to 

build an opening repertoire around the Nimzo Indian 
defense with the Bogo Indian and Queens Indians as 
alternatives against 1. d4 Nf3 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3. 
 I will be covering two books: Nimzo and Bogo Indian 
by IM Christof Sielecki and The Queen’s Indian move by 
move by Lorin D'Costa, along with one DVD named A 
strategic weapon against 1.d4: The Queens Indian 
Defense by Moldavian GM Viktor Bologan. 
 
 To be honest an opening repertoire around the NID 
requires a lot of work, but you can be sure theory you learn 
is sound and backed up by a large number of Grandmaster 
games. Learning the Nimzo by working on GM's games 
coming from different decades helps you to understand the 
theoretical development of the Nimzo/Bogo/Queens Indian 
complex.  
 All the products in this review contain a good number of 
well annotated GM games that follow a define strategy. For 
example, Sielecki's book covers the NI as an opening 
repertoire following a dark square strategy with the ultra-
solid Bogo Indian as main choice if white plays 3.Nf3 
instead of 3.Nc3.  
 The remaining two products advocate the Queen’s 
Indian ( QID) to fight against 3.Nf3 if white refrains from 
3.Nc3. My choice about the Queens Indian products is not 
random; it is based on progressive complexity of the 
material (specially the evaluation of pawn structures) and 
the fact that D'costa and Bologan offer the aggressive 
4...Ba6 variation against all white choices, but 4.Nc3.  
 The Ba6 variation of the  QID is a more aggressive set 
up than the Bogo Indian. In other words, if you like 
Sielecki's NI recommendations but prefers a more active 
option against 3.Nf3, Bologan's DVD and D'Costa book are 
good choices. 
 The Nimzo and Bogo Indian book by IM Christof 
Sielecki is a well researched opening book that covers the 
move sequence 1.d4 Nf3 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 (Nf3). The 

author's main contribution in this book is to put together a 
Nimzo repertoire constructed around a dark square 
strategy instead of the traditional light square strategy. In 
consequence, the reader will find in this book many 
structural and tactical motifs characteristic of dark square 
strategy openings like the Benoni and even Kings Indian 
Defense.  
 The author illustrates creative play for black, but also 
points out how white can counter black's ideas with 
changes in the pawn structure or active piece play. The 
result is a balanced book that fits players around the 1800 
USCF mark because of the required knowledge on pawn 
structures.  
 For instance, in game 10 Nakamura - Ponomariov, Wijk 
Zee 2011, the author summarized the game with the words 
“7.Bd2 is a solid choice for white. Black may go into the 
hedgehog-like main line as played in the main game, or 
investigate the more Nimzo like alternative given on move 
7 (7...Bxc3, reviewer note). Both options lead to very 
different position types; a great feature of this versatile 
opening is that it does not determine the pawn structure 
early on" 
 Lorin D’Costa’s The Queen’s Indian move by move is 
friendlier with players below 1800 and to player’s novice to 
Queens Indian. For example, the introduction (chapter 1) 
has five games from world chess champions using the  QID 
from 1920 to 1995. As the reader goes over the world 
champion games, the author explains some of the main 
features of the opening like the change in the pawn 
structure using the "Move by Move" approach. If we look at 
the annotations in game number four Lautier - Karpov, 
Amber Rapid, Monaco 2000, it builds the explanation of a 
favorable hanging pawn structure for black.  
 First D'Costa highlights, that after 9.cxd5 exd5 the 
white knight on d2 is misplaced to exert pressure on black 
central d5 pawn.  
 Second, after a couple of moves the author uses a 
diagram and text to guide the reader on the evaluation of 
the resulting hanging pawn structure as follows: “Here we 
encounter a typical and important pawn structure in the 
center, the hanging pawns. They can be regarded as either 
weak or strong, depending on whether white can attack 
them effectively. Here though, they are fine because the d2 
knight is not exerting any pressure on d5 (as it would do 
from the c3 square) and black can play ...a5-a4 to soften 
up white's queenside as we see in the game."  
 Finally, D'Costa proceeds to explain the rest of the 
game around the previous explanations in clear and logic 
fashion. The rest of the book offers the same quality in 
game selection and annotations. 
  After working with this book the reader is ready to 
tackle the advance material on Bologan’s DVD. I found 
several overlapping points between The Queen’s Indian 
move by move and A strategic weapon against 1.d4: The 
Queen’s Indian Defense by GM Viktor Bologan.  
 For example, the annotations of the variation 1.d4 Nf6 
2.Nf3 e6 3.c4 b6 4.g3 Ba6 5.Qb3, D'Costa uses the game 
Psakhis - Lobron, Baden Baden 1992 and explains with 
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words why 5...Nc6 is the best move. In the same line Bologan illustrates the same idea with the game Timman - Polgar 
2000, but this game annotated by Stohl uses informant annotation to explain Nc6 (just one symbol) and proceeds to go 
deeper and explores other alternatives to black like 5...d5 and 5...c5 (something that D'Costa’s notes are lacking). In 
other words, Bologan DVD is the best follow up (in my opinion) to D'Costa's book. Now let’s go over Bologan’s DVD in 
more detail. 
 A strategic Weapon Against 1.d4: The Queen’s Indian Defense by Bologan is a DVD for the advanced 
tournament player (class A and up). The main idea behind Bologan's effort is to offer black an aggressive response after 
white declines to play the Nimzo by playing 3.Nf3. The DVD is divided into thirty nine video clips (twenty clips are 
interactive questions) and two databases. The video clips show a balance between current theory and previous 
variations for white that are no longer popular, but that have some venom, such as the "Miles variation”. Bologan 
explains why the Miles variation with an early Bf4 for white is no longer in use, but more importantly, Bologan praises 
Miles creative play which may inspire players defending the white pieces to play in the same way.  
 For instance, a closer look at the model database shows that Miles plays both sides of the  QID, and the game 
Rhode- Miles 1989 proves Tony Miles’s mastery in this opening. The games arising from the 4...Ba6 in the  QID defense 
are complex and double edge, but the user can ease his analytical task by going over the one hundred and fifty two 
model games in the first database. This model game database has eighteen heavily annotated games that provide the 
user with additional information and key games to study. The second database has nineteen entries and are Bologan's 
recommendations in each line mainly for black (fourteen entries, while the five remaining entries target both colors). In 
my opinion, this repertoire database can be use as a quick study guide and can be developed even more by the 
ambitious user. In summary, this DVD follows the high standard of Bologan’s books like The Kings Indian. Highly 
recommended. 

2017 Arnold Denker Florida State Championship 
9/1/2017 – 9/4/2017 

Jacksonville Marriott  4670 Salisbury Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32256 
 Reservations 800-962-9786 or 904-296-2222                                                                                      

$11,000 (based on 160 entries); 70% Guaranteed 
6 Sections: 6SS G/120;d5 

Open:   $1,500-800-375-200, U/2200 $500-250-125 
U/2000:  $800-400-200-125, U/1800 $100 
U/1800:  $800-400-200-125, U/1700 $100 
U/1600:  $800-400-200-125, U/1500 $100 
U/1400:  $600-300-200-125, U/1300 $100 

U/1200:  $400-200-125, U/1000 $100, U/800 $75 
Woman with most points $150 (all sections eligible 
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Four-Piece Endgame study by Larry Storch 
 ——————————————— 
Nzcricket (2632)  
Storchnoi (2679) [A34] 
Chessworld.net 4man RR, 22.08.2016 
[Lawrence,Storch] 
———————————————            
 This is an interesting endgame 
from one of my online games. Please 
note that the rating system is different 
than the USCF OTB ratings.  
64.Kh1  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+R+-+-0 
6-+-+-+-+0 
5+-+-+-tr-0 
4-+L+-mk-zp0 
3+-+-+-+P0 
2-tr-+-+-+0 
1+-+-+-+K0 
xabcdefghy 

64...Kg3 65.Rd3+ Kf2 66.Rd1 Rg3 
67.Rf1+ Ke3 68.Be6   
 Black is the exchange up, but 
cannot make progress as long as 
white's rook is free to give checks. 
68...Rgg2 69.Ra1 Rh2+! 70.Kg1 
Rbg2+ 71.Kf1 Rh1+ 72.Kxg2 Rxa1 
73.Bc4 Rb1 74.Be6 Rb2+ 75.Kf1  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+-+-0 
6-+-+L+-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+-+-+-zp0 
3+-+-mk-+P0 
2-tr-+-+-+0 
1+-+-+K+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 So, is this a theoretical win? If so, 
how? A quick check with Dvoretsky's 
endgame manual (third edition, p.245) 
shows that black wins if he can shove 
white's king to the c-file. Afterward, he 

can sacrifice back the exchange and 
push his h-pawn in for a queen. 
75...Rf2+ 76.Ke1 Kf3 77.Bd5+ Kg3 
78.Be6 Rf4 79.Kd2 Kf2   

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+-+-0 
6-+-+L+-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+-+-tr-zp0 
3+-+-+-+P0 
2-+-mK-mk-+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

  To keep the king from e1  
80.Kd3 Rf8 81.Bg4 Re8  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+r+-+0 
7+-+-+-+-0 
6-+-+-+-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+-+-+Lzp0 
3+-+K+-+P0 
2-+-+-mk-+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

  One more file to go.  
82.Kd4 Re3 83.Bf5 Kf3 84.Bd7 Kf4 
85.Bc8 Re8 86.Bg4 Rd8+ 87.Kc4 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-tr-+-+0 
7+-+-+-+-0 
6-+-+-+-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+K+-mkLzp0 
3+-+-+-+P0 
2-+-+-+-+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 Done!, now to get the rook and 
king back to attack the h3 pawn. 
87...Kg3 88.Kc3  
 If 88.Bf5 Rd2! 89.Kc3 Rh2–+ 
88...Kg2! 89.Bf5 Rf8 90.Bg4 Rg8  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+r+0 
7+-+-+-+-0 
6-+-+-+-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+-+-+Lzp0 
3+-mK-+-+P0 
2-+-+-+k+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 Threatening 91...Rxg4 
91.Be6 Rg3+! 92.Kd4 Rxh3 93.Bxh3+ 
Kxh3 94.Ke3 Kg3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+-+-0 
6-+-+-+-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+-+-+-zp0 
3+-+-mK-mk-0 
2-+-+-+-+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

  It is important to know endgame 
theory.  
0–1 
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Organizers: Please contact the clearing house when scheduling a tournament. 

Florida Chess Tournaments Clearing House 
921 N. Thistle Lane, Maitland FL 32751 

harveylerman@embarqmail.com   (407)629-6WIN (629-6946) 
 

   Date                 Event                                                                                     Location                                                                  Contact  
Jan 6-8 3rd Gulf Coast Open Holiday Inn Fort Myers Airport at Town Center  BRCC  
Jan 14 South Florida Scholastic Regional Championship Franklin Academy Upper School Pembroke Pines - Miami FCA 
Jan 21 North Florida Scholastic Regional Championship Holiday Inn - Kissimmee FCA 
Jan 27-29 Central FL Class Championships International Palms Resort - Orlando CFCC 
Feb 11-12 CFCC Championship UCF – Orlando CFCC 
Feb 17-19 USATS Holiday Inn Orlando SW Celebration - Kissimmee BRCC 
Mar 10-12 Florida Scholastic Championship Wyndham Orlando Resort - Orlando FCA  
Mar 24-26 Southern Class Wyndham Orlando Resort - Orlando CCA 
Apr 28-30 24th Space Coast Open  International Palms Resort - Cocoa Beach SCF 
May 6 Queens Cup -Jacksonville JAXCC 
May 12-14 SuperNationals VI Gaylord Opryland Resort  - Nashville USCF 
Jun 9-11 Orlando Sunshine Open & Scholastic Rosen Plaza Hotel (across from Pointe) - Orlando CFCC 
Jun 9-11 9th Summer Solstice Open -Coral Springs BRCC 
Jun 23-29 World Junior Youth for Disabled Players  The Park Inn, Hotel by Radison  - Kissimmee BM  
Jul 15-16 North Florida Open TBD - Jacksonville JAXCC 
Jul 21-23 Southern Open Wyndham Orlando Resort - Orlando CCA 
Sep 1-4 Arnold Denker Florida State Championship Marriott - Jacksonville CHES 
Sep 22-24 Orlando Autumn Open & Scholastic Wyndham Orlando Resort - Orlando CFCC 
Dec 8-10 National Grades K-12 Championships -Lake Buena Vista USCF 
 
 

FCA  Florida Affiliates 
BRCC : Boca Raton Chess Club (561)479-0351 
CFCC : Central Florida Chess Club  (407)629-6946 
CHES : Chess In Schools (386)682-9527 
DBCC : Daytona Beach Chess Club (386)239-9485 
FIU : FIU Chess Club (305)793-3846 
JAXCC : Jacksonville Chess Club (904)607-9111 
NFCE : North Florida Chess Experience (404)242-6728 
SALLC : Sunville Academy LLC  
SCF : Spacecoast Chess Foundation (321)452-9863 
SWFCC : SouthWest Florida Chess Club (239)218-2116 
YES2CH : Yes2Chess Hoffer Chess Academy (813)526-2257
  
 
 

Other Contacts 
M.DadeColl (305)237-8901 
P.Dyson (321)452-9863 
A.Goldsby (850)484-7803 
J.Haskel (561)479-0351 
M.Hutsko (305)779-7341 
G.Luna (305)300-2055 
C.Stormont (305)552-1493 
W.Taylor (813)727-8852 
 

Other Affiliates and Organizations 
ACP : American Chess Promotions (478)973-9389 
BM : Beatriz Marinello (917)553 4522 
CACC : Castle Chess Camp (404)314-3142 
CCA : Continental Chess Association (914)496-9658 
FSCL : Florida Scholastic Chess League (786)444-2467 
KCF : Kasparov Chess Foundation (773)844-0701 
MC : Millionairechess.com 
OCG : Orlando Chess & Game Center (407)248-0818 
SCSC : Space Coast Scholastic Chess  
TCC : Tallahassee Chess Club (850)345-7838 
USCF : United States Chess Federation (800)903-8723 



Central Florida Class Championships 
Jan. 27-29, 2017 

International Palms Resort, 6515 International Drive, Orlando FL 32819  
$7,500/ b150,  70% Guaranteed    GPP:20 

 6 Sections: 5SS,G/120;d5 (2-day: Rd.1 G/60;d5).  
Mast/Exp: $1000-400-200,U2200 $350.  
Class A(1999-1800):    $700-300, U1900 $150.     Class B(1799-1600):   $700-300, U1700 $150.  
Class C(1599-1400):    $700-300, U1500 $150.     Class D(1299-1200):   $700-300, U1300 $150.  
U1200:       $500-300, U1000 $100, U800 $50.  
Trophies to top in each section (& Class X), also Class F, G, H, I, J & Unr  
 

(See centralflchess.org for details and online entry at onlineregistration.cc/CFCC/CFCL17). 
 

————————————————————–———————–———————————————— 
US Amateur Team South 

Feb 17-19 
HOLIDAY INN ORLANDO SW-CELEBRATION AREA 

5711 W. IRLO BRONSON MEMORIAL HWY. KISSIMMEE, FL 34746  
2 Sections (OPEN & U1500), 5SS, G/120;d5 (2-day option, Rd. 1 G/60;d5) 

Team average (4 highest ratings - January rating list)  
must be: OPEN under 2200; U1500 under 1500 

Open winning team qualifies for National playoff online 
EF per player: $49 by 2/12, $59 later  

(See  bocachess.com  for more details, including discounts, prizes and registration.) 
————————————————————–———————–———————————————— 

Florida State Scholastic Championships 
Mar 10-12      Wyndham Orlando Resort - Orlando 

(See floridachess.org for current  details) 
————————————————————–———————–———————————————— 

24th Space Coast Open 
Apr 28-30  International Palms Resort - Cocoa Beach 
1300 North Atlantic Avenue. (Hwy A1A), Cocoa Beach, 32931 

800-206-2747 or 321-783-2271, $97-$137, reserve early, may sellout by 4/8 
$15,000 based on 200 pd., $10,000 Guaranteed GPP:50 

Top section FIDE rated . (USCF ratings used for pairings and prizes) 
(See www.bocachess.com for details and online reservations.) 

————————————————————–———————–———————————————— 
 

See floridachess.org for a complete list and details of Florida chess events. 

Florida Chess Association, Inc. 
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